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ASBURY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Department of Inductive Bible Study 
 
 
NT (IBS) 638 Romans   3 hours credit Joseph R. Dongell, Instructor 
Enrollment Limit:  32  Office Location:  BC 337 
Fall, 2005 Office Hours:  Tues, Thurs, Fri:  9:30-10:45 
Prerequisites:  NT (IBS) 510 or 511; NT 500, or 501, or equivalent. 
 
I. General Description:  This course aims to foster Bible study which is:  
methodical (following orderly procedure that is methodologically and hermeneutically self-
aware), 
inductive (promoting direct personal study of the text prior to use of secondary sources),  
interactive (judiciously honoring and engaging the interpretation of others across history), 
structural (observing logical connections between units of text as a key component of meaning), 
literary (recognizing the literary character of Scripture and the significance of literary context), 
historical (honoring the location of Biblical texts in their particular historical and cultural 
settings),  
confessional (understanding the entire enterprise of encountering Scripture as housed within the        
faith and life of the Church of Jesus Christ; and especially within a Wesleyan perspective), 
theological (seeking to place the passage in the context of the whole canon of Holy Scripture and 
Christian doctrine; and honoring the unity of the canon of Scripture), 
appropriational (insisting that studying Scripture must issue in obedient and faithful speech and 
action throughout the whole spectrum of one’s life), 
reverent (pursuing Biblical study humbly, prayerfully, and within a deliberate and conscious 
surrender to the Holy Spirit)  
 
II. Course Objectives: 
A. Method:  As a result of fulfilling the requirements, a student should be able to: 
1. analyze, interpret, evaluate, and apply biblical passages with reasonable skill; 
2. describe with clarity the fundamental principles of effective Bible study; 
3. articulate the larger theological and hermeneutical challenges involved in the very 
process of engaging the Scripture.  
B. Content:  As a result of fulfilling the requirements, a student should be able to: 
1. present a clear and thoughtful interpretation and appropriation of each biblical passage 
examined by the class during the course of the semester; 
2. identify and explicate the major themes and concerns of Romans; 
3. place major theological claims of Romans within the larger thought of the Bible. 
C. Attitude:  It is our desire that through this instructional process a student will be: 
1. more deeply committed to the practice and refinement of sound Bible study as a lifelong 
personal and ministerial pursuit; 
2. more deeply committed to understanding, living, and proclaiming the truth taught within 
Romans and within Scripture as a whole;  
3. more deeply convinced of God's desire to address and transform the Church and redeem 
the World by the power of his Spirit working through his Word. 
 
III. Course Texts: 
A. Required 
1. English Bibles:  At least three (3) modern English versions from different traditions 
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2. Greek Text:  Nestle, Eberhard, Barbara and Kurt Aland, Johannes Karavidopoulos, 
Carlo M. Martini, and Bruce M. Metzger.  Novum Testamentum Graece.  27
th
 ed. 
Stuttgart:  Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1993. 
3. Bibliography:  Bauer, David R.  An Annotated Guide to Biblical Resources for 
Ministry.  Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson, 2003. 
4. Commentary:  Moo, Douglas J. The Epistle to the Romans.  New International 
Commentary on the New Testament.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1996. 
5. Theology:  Dunn, James D. G.  The Theology of Paul the Apostle.  Grand Rapids:  
Eerdmans, 1998. 
6. Grammar:  Wallace, Daniel B.  The Basics of New Testament Syntax:  An 
Intermediate Greek Grammar.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 2000. 
7. Dictionary:  Hawthorne and Ralph P. Martin, eds.  Dictionary of Paul and His Letters:  
A Compendium of Contemporary Biblical Scholarship.  Downers Grove, Ill.:  
InterVarsity, 1993. 
8. Lexicon:  Danker, Frederick W. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 
Other Early Christian Literature.  3
rd
 ed. Revised and edited by Frederick William 
Danker.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 2000. 
B.  Not Required (recommended for use as needed, but not required; see Bauer above for a 
wider listing of resources for Biblical study.) 
*Achtemeier, Paul J.  Romans.  Interpretation:  A Bible Commentary for Teaching and 
Preaching.  Atlanta:  John Knox, 1985. 
Barrett, C. K.  The Epistle to the Romans.  Rev. Ed.  Black’s New Testament 
Commentary.  Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson, 1991. 
Bence,  Clarence L.  Romans:  A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition.  
Indianapolis:  Wesleyan Publishing House,  1996. 
Bray, Gerald.  Romans:  Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture.  Downers Grove, 
IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1998. 
Bruce,  F. F.  The Epistle to the Romans.  Tyndale New Testament Commentaries.  
Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1963. 
Cotterell, Peter and Turner, Max.  Linguistics and Biblical Interpretation.  Downers 
Grove:  InterVarsity Press,  1989. 
*Cranfield, C. E. B.  A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the 
Romans.  2 vols.  International Critical Commentary.  Edinburgh:  T & T 
Clark,  1975, 1979. 
*Dunn, James D. G.  Romans 1-8.  Word Biblical Commentary.  Dallas:  Word,  1988. 
Fitzmyer,  Joseph A.  Romans.  Anchor Bible.  New York:  Doubleday,  1993. 
Kasemann,  Ernst.  Commentary on Romans.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1980. 
Morris, Leon.  The Epistle to the Romans.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans,  1988. 
Murray,  John.  The Epistle to the Romans.  Vols. 1 and 2.  The New International 
Commentary on the New Testament.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans,  1959, 1965. 
[The texts with asterisks are especially recommended for regular use.  Students should secure 
ways and means of having ready access to high-quality resources for their Lessons.] 
 
IV. Requirements:   
 A. Assignments:  Lessons must be finished by class time on the dates given in this 
Syllabus.  Lessons may be typed or may even be handwritten, provided the 
handwriting is legible.  Please use the cover sheet provided, and securely staple work 
to it. 
 B. Attendance:  It is expected that students will punctually attend every class session 
unless detained by illness or other emergency. 
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 C. Participation:  It is expected that students will participate meaningfully and creatively 
both in small group discussions and in plenary class discussion.   
 
V. Grading Policies: 
A. Grade Calculations: 
The final grade for the course will be the numerical average of the six (6) graded assignments 
with a seventh grade, the self-assigned class participation grade.  [The six graded assignments 
will constitute 6/7ths of the grade, and the class participation grade will constitute 1/7
th
 of the 
grade.] 
 
The class participation grade will be self-assigned (by the student).  It will reflect the student’s 
own assessment of the quality of his or her class attendance (including tardiness), participation in 
plenary class discussion and small group discussion, and contribution to the morale of the class.  
The professor reserves the right to “modify” the self-assigned grade if he deems it appropriate. 
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B. Related Matters: 
1. The ATS Catalog's description of grades and their values will apply.  
The letter grades within this course will be averaged arithmetically by converting them to the 
numerical values below:   
A 97; A- 92; B+ 88; B 84.5; B- 81; C+ 78; C 74.5; C- 71; D+ 68; D 64.5; D- 61; 
F 50 (if an assignment is completed, but at a failing quality);  F  0 (if no work is submitted).  
The final numerical average will be assigned a final letter grades according to this range of 
values: 
A  100-95;  A- 94-90;  B+ 89-87; B 86-83;  B- 82-80;  C+79-77; C 76-73; C- 72-70; D+69-
67; D 66-63; D- 62-60; F  59-0 
2. Exceptional work will exhibit these characteristics:   
•precision, accuracy, specificity, depth, insight, clarity, freshness, thoroughness, and balance.  It 
must me remembered that merely “good and accurate” work does not necessarily merit an “A”.  
Also, exceptional work must engage the Biblical texts (to some degree) in their original 
languages, and must manifest a balanced use of time. 
3. Lessons Entirely Omitted  If a graded lesson is omitted entirely (i.e. never turned in), then it will 
be calculated as a “0” in the numerical averaging of the final grade.  If a credit-no credit lesson is 
omitted (never turned in), then the final course grade will be reduced by a full letter  (e.g. from 
B+ to C+).   
4. Late Lessons:  A lesson turned in late (any time after the due date) will be received, but reduced 
one and a half letter grades (e.g. from B+ to C-).  Of course, if there is an appropriate reason 
(serious illness, family emergency) then no penalty will be assessed.   
5. Independence:  Assignments must reflect the independent work of each student unless otherwise 
specified in an assignment. Study groups (which are encouraged) must exercise special care to 
preserve the independence of each member.  Group members may encourage each other and 
provide accountability for study, but may not produce group projects, nor nurse each other along 
with specific content-related guidance and suggestions.  Violation of "Independence" constitutes 
cheating, and may result in loss of credit for the entire course. 
 
VI. The Calendar   
Lesson A Sept. 14 credit/no credit  
Lesson B Sept. 21 credit/no credit 
Lesson C Sept. 28 graded 
[NO LESSON] Oct. 5 -------------- 
Lesson D Oct. 12 graded 
[NO LESSON] Oct. 19 -------------- 
Lesson E Oct. 26 graded 
[NO LESSON] Nov. 2 -------------- 
Lesson F Nov. 9 credit/no credit 
Lesson G Nov. 16 graded 
[NO LESSON] Nov. 30 -------------- 
Lesson H Dec. 7 graded 
Lesson I Exam Period graded 
•class participation grading rubric (filled out, with copy of sample 
notebook page attached) 
•self-addressed envelop for return of Lesson I (if desired) 
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VII. Doing The Lessons    
Advice Gathered from Many Students 
 
*Don't do a whole lesson in a single sitting.  Eight straight hours even of Gilligan's Island can be fatal. 
Do work in several blocks of time. 
*Don't do your work during the worst hours of your day.  When would you want your doctor operating? 
Do your work during your peak production hours, if possible. 
*Don't do your work around proven distractions.  Most minds are not like multi-task computer chips. 
Do find a place conducive to reflective study.   
*Don't postpone work until the day before.  Don't join the April 15th 11:59 PM crowd.  It's depressing!  
Do begin your work earlier in the week, allowing your thoughts to "percolate".   
*Don't wander through the week, just hoping you'll find an ideal time to do the assignment.  You won't! 
Do plan ahead in order to set aside good study time. 
*Don't forget to read the text carefully, first. How could you know much about a person without 
"dating"? 
Do invest up-front time in careful reading of the text. 
*Don't treat these assignments as "just assignments". 
Do pray for illumination, and expect to learn something life-transforming! 
 
 
The Time Factor in Doing Lessons 
 
Each of the Lessons is designed to take from nine to ten hours (9-10) to complete.  When 
multiplied over the ten (10) Lessons of the semester, that translates into ninety to one hundred (90-100) 
hours of student investment for this course.  These figures are just below the range of hours 
recommended in the catalog for a three-hour course ( 97.5-117 hours,  calculated as 7.5-9.0 hours of 
investment each week for a three-hour course, over 13 weeks of the semester, see p. 25 of the 2000-2001 
catalog).   
No one should interpret the 9-10 hour target for each Lesson as a “time limit,” or think that there 
would be a penalty for going beyond.  I am not interested in penalizing anyone who has the time and 
desire to invest more than 9-10.  However, no one should feel any pressure to do more than the expected.  
Grading is not based on a simple measure of hours invested.  Do your best to complete the phases of 
each Lesson by the 10 hour target.  If you have trouble getting to each phase of the Lessons, reflect on 
how you are spending you time.  You may need to set the depth of your plow a little shallower, at places; 
or just “call it quits” on one phase of a Lesson that has gotten out of hand, time wise. 
A nice correlation between the weekly investment of 9-10 hours in this course, and in the life of 
ministry, is to be found in Haddon Robinson’s suggestions about the preparation of sermons.  In his 
view,  8 or 9 hours may be spent in working with the full interpretation of the Biblical text to be 
preached, with 4 or 5 hours devoted afterwards to crafting the text of the sermon itself.  The weekly 
investment in IBS Lessons, then, may help us develop the monthly rhythm that Robinson submits as a 
healthy pattern for sermon preparation. 
 6 
 
Please  
Staple 
Here 
 
 
Student Name___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Group Name___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Lesson #________________________ 
 
 
 
Time Invested____________________ 
 
 
 
Course_________________________ 
 
 
 
Time of Class____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
********* Lesson handed in on time?****** 
 
Yes_______                                    No________  
 
 
 
****If Late, have these items below filled in: 
 
Date actually turned in:____________________ 
 
 
Professor’s signature_____________________ 
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IBS Lesson Cover Sheet for Dr. Dongell 
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                                    Romans IBS Lesson A  
I. Read: [2:30] 
•Read the entire epistle of Romans through in one sitting, aloud if possible. Resist the temptation 
to stop and do “research” or other detailed examination.  Keep moving! 
 
II. Entitle Chapters, or Chapter-like Segments: [0:30] 
•Give a title to each chapter in the book.  If you feel that some of the traditional chapter divisions 
are disruptive or contrary to the sense of the text at various points, you may devise your own 
division of the text into “segments.”   [Devise chapter titles which communicate something close to 
the central content or claim of the chapter.  Steer clear of merely cute, attention-getting titles which 
offer little help in recalling a chapter’s message.] 
 
III. Propose Large Groupings of Material: [1:00] 
•Produce a chart or diagram of the Epistle as a whole, using brackets or diagrams of your own 
devising to show how chapters (or segments) may be grouped into ever larger sections to constitute 
the whole book.  You may devise several hierarchical levels in your arrangement of the material. 
•Give descriptive titles to each of the larger sections and divisions you have created. 
•Include a brief essay (c. 250 words) explaining where you felt more or less confident in your 
proposals, and why.  [Remember your work is at best quite tentative.  Do your best within limits.] 
 
IV. Propose Significant Recurrences: [2:00] 
•Identify what you consider to be the six (6) most important recurrences (themes) in the book of 
Romans.  Steer clear of vague generalities of your own “invention”  (“love”;  “grace”), but seek to 
base your proposals on the fresh reading of the text you did in step I above, and the observation of 
specific terms, phrases, or concepts.  For each one of the 6, show its distribution and frequency in 
Romans by charting its general pattern of distribution throughout the book.  [Note:  This need not 
be statistically precise.  Not every single occurrence needs to be counted or plotted.  A “dot” in a 
segment or chapter will suffice to illustrate how far and wide a given theme might be.]   
 
V. Propose Significant Structural Relationships: [1:00] 
•Many scholars have concluded that Romans 1-11 constitutes the “argumentative section” of 
Romans, with Romans 12-15 constituting the “ethical section” of Romans.  If such is the case, 
what (logical-semantic) structural relationship (s ?) might best describe the relationship between 
these two sections?  [Express your proposal with any accompanying insight in 100 words or less.  
You may, of course, dissent from the 1-11; 12-15 division and provide your own schematic.] 
 
VI.  Propose a Strategic Area: [0:30] 
•Identify a paragraph which may serve as a "lens" through which to view the entire book.  To put it 
a different way, from what passage might you choose to preach if you were assigned to preach “the 
heart of the message of Romans”?  [Not only identify such a passage, but defend your choice by 
writing a paragraph of 75-100 words explaining how it gathers up the message of the book, or how 
it expresses its primary structure or theme.] 
 
VII.  Consultation:   [1:00] 
•Read the first four sections of Dunn’s article “Romans, Letter to the” (pp. 838-842) in the 
dictionary edited by Hawthorne (see bibliography above).  Write a brief summary (75 words each) 
of each of the “purposes” identified by Dunn in section 3, and be prepared to discuss in class which 
one(s) seem more or less important than the others from the perspective of the letter’s own outlook. 
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VIII.  Hermeneutical Reflection: [0:30] 
•Now that you have invested significant energy in attending to Romans, try to identify some 
tensions between:  A) what you hoped, expected, or desired to find as you read this epistle, and B) 
what you think you actually encountered as you read.   Also, where in this expect do you suspect 
there might be arising a “challenge” to your life:  something that might be calling into question 
some pattern of thinking, speech, action, outlook, or attitude in your life?  (*Note:  This is a 
tentative reflection, not necessarily a final conclusion.)  Report on these matters in an essay of about 
250 words. 
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